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OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

6882     1-25-06-2

OPERATING TECHNIQUES
ATTACHMENT TYPE BACKHOES

EXCAVATING ON SLOPES

	 When digging on slopes always face the backhoe upgrade whenever possible.  It 
may be necessary to cut a level surface in the hill for the backhoe to sit in when operating on 
slopes.  This will allow the backhoe to sit level for digging the main excavation.  Pile the spoil 
from the surface downhill.  When digging the main excavation, pile the spoil uphill.
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OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

6883     1-25-06-2

OPERATING TECHNIQUES
ATTACHMENT TYPE BACKHOES

	 To check for pipeline leaks, start by digging a bellhole about six feet wide and ten feet 
long.  Then, dig lengthwise along the pipeline to locate the leak.  Once the leak is located, 
position the unit to dig at grade level on both sides of the pipeline.  If a section of pipe is to be 
replaced, strip the soil from both ends of the bellhole.  Enlarge the hole enough to allow the 
workmen adequate working space in the leak area.

DIGGING STRAIGHT WALL SHALLOW BASEMENTS
	 Begin at one corner, and remove as much material as possible to grade level.  Reset 
the unit forward and continue digging to the grade level.  Progress around the edge of the 
basement, finishing each corner as you come to it.

PIPELINE LEAK REPAIR
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OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

3994     1-25-06-4

OPERATING TECHNIQUES
ATTACHMENT TYPE BACKHOES

MISCELLANEOUS - BACKFILLING
	 To backfill an excavation, lower the extended bucket into the spoil pile.  Curl the bucket 
and lift it clear of the spoil pile.  Swing the bucket to the excavation and extend the bucket.  Re-
turn the bucket to the spoil pile and continue the cycle until the job is completed.

IMPORTANT:  Do not backfill by using the swing circuit and dragging the bucket side-
ways.  Doing so could cause damage to the dipper, boom, and swing cylinders or main-
frame.

IMPORTANT:  Avoid constant jarring or hammering contact between the spoil pile and 
the loaded bucket as this may cause premature wear to the backhoe pins and bushings.

MISCELLANEOUS - EXCAVATING BY A WALL
	 To excavate by a wall, where the wall will interfere with the stabilizer placement, move 
the backhoe in at an angle to the wall.  Concentrate on getting the swing pin as close to the 
wall as possible while leaving enough swing arc left to dump the spoil.

MISCELLANEOUS - HARD GROUND OPERATION
	 When digging in hard ground, it may be necessary to decrease the bucket angle of entry 
to the point where the back of the bucket almost contacts the ground.  It may also be neces-
sary to apply downward pressure with the boom on the bucket.
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OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS
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TRANSPORTING

GENERAL INFORMATION

	 Follow the simple steps listed below when preparing the backhoe for transportation 
between work sites.  Read and follow the safety precautions for backhoe transporting listed in 
safety section of this manual before moving the backhoe.

1.	 Before transporting the backhoe, raise the boom, dipper, and bucket to the transporting 
position.

2.	 Engage the swing lock (if so equipped) by pushing down and to the left on the red swing 
lock ball handle.

3.	 Engage the boom lock by moving the boom lock handle to the left/down therefore lock-
ing the boom to the swing post in the transporting position.

4.	 Raise all stabilizers.

CAUTION!	 Be sure to install a SMV (Slow Moving Vehicle) sign on the backhoe dipper 
before attempting to transport the backhoe.

		  When transporting the backhoe on a road or highway at night or during the day, 
use accessory lights and devices for adequate warning to the operators of other vehicles.  In 
this regard, check local government regulations.

		  Always drive slowly over uneven terrain to avoid tipping the backhoe.
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LUBRICATION

7486     1-25-06-3

GENERAL INFORMATION

	 Economical and efficient operation of any machine is dependent upon regular and 
proper lubrication of all moving parts with a quality lubricant.  Neglect leads to reduced effi-
ciency, heavy draft, wear, breakdown, and needless replacement parts.

	 All parts provided with grease fittings should be lubricated as indicated.  If any grease 
fittings are missing, replace them immediately.  Clean all fittings thoroughly before using 
grease gun.

IMPORTANT:  Avoid excessive greasing.  Dirt collects on exposed grease and greatly 
increases wear.  After greasing, wipe off excessive grease from fittings.

LUBRICATION SYMBOLS

	 The following symbol is used on the lubrication diagram printed on the following page.  
It is reproduced here with its meaning for your convenience.

Lubricate daily or every 8 hours of operation, whichever comes first, with SAE 
Multi-Purpose Lubricant or an equivalent SAE Multi Purpose type grease.

CAUTION!	 Shut off vehicle engine before lubricating equipment.

509 & 511 BACKHOE
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